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Our weekly community profile 


Stiles stop: Karen Fry of Stiles exits Stiles General bait and other supplies. |t also carries a variety of 
Store. The store, which is near the Oconto River, is items for people who do not fish. The store is owned 
a popular stop for fisherman who need to pick up by Ron and Lynda Hoffman of Lena. 



















Life in Stiles is 


a pleasant lull 


from boom days 


By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

STILES — The logging boom 
days are gone, but a close-knit 
group of residents keeps life active 
in this Oconto County community. 

Motorists on U.S. Highway 141 
get only a glimpse of Stiles. Tucked 
behind Highway 141, along the 
Oconto River, it is like a pleasant 
lull in an otherwise frenzied conver- 

_ sation. 

The relax¬ 
ing atmo¬ 
sphere of to- 
day is a 
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sharp contrast to the community’s 
turbulent past. 

First settled in the mid-1800s, 
Stiles was built on a foundation of 
logging and initially flourished. It 
declined in the 1870s as logging bar¬ 
ons expanded elsewhere. 

In 1881 when the Wisconsin and 
Milwaukee Railroad built a depot 
in Stiles, the community thrived. 
Then a string of fires from 1900 to 
1932 ravaged the city. 

Stiles bounced back, though, and 
became a woodland haven for city 
dwellers. Fishing boats dot the Ma- 
chickanee Flowage. 

Despite its restful exterior, resi¬ 
dents say Stiles offers plenty to do. 
Much activity centers on St. Pat¬ 
rick’s Church, looming large atop a 
hill at 5246 St. Patrick’s Road, 
Lena. 

Marie Prochaska, 5785 Stiles 
Road West, Lena, says the congre¬ 


gation encompasses about half the 
community. 

"We have bingo and our picnics 
and corn roasts, dinners and card 
parties,” she says. 

Rummage sales are held weekly 
in the old church hall, she says. 

A Stiles native, Prochaska was a 
teacher here during the 1930s. ”1 
had 42 children that I taught in four 
grades for $90 a month.” 

Retired now, Prochaska some¬ 
times travels with her friend Lillian 
Van Boven, 5898 Stiles Road, Lena. 
Van Boven has lived in Stiles since 
1936 and says many of its residents 
are retired. 

"There aren’t a great many chil¬ 
dren in this town — probably not 
more than a dozen,” she says. 

The women say job opportunities 
are limited. Most residents work 25 
miles away in Green Bay, or in 
Oconto Falls, five miles west. 

Two supper clubs, a general store 
and gun shop, and a woodworking 
shop are in the community. The 
businesses bring highway travelers 
and people from nearby communi¬ 
ties into Stiles. 

An attraction in all seasons is the 
river and adjoining flowage. 

Ron and Lynda Hoffman own 
Stiles General Store, 5170 Van 
Laenen Road, Lena. The store is 
near the river’s edge. The Hoffmans 
sell supplies to fisherman and oth¬ 
ers drawn to the water. 

"It’s a real good fishing spot,” 


Please see Stiles/B-2 



(i 


If you need 
some work done, 
there’s probably 
going to be more 
than one person 
in town who 
knows how to do 
it.” 

— Jerome Younger 



Fish story: John Rumpf of Oconto Falls 
shows off a day’s catch of bluegills taken 
from the Oconto River in Stiles. 



History lesson: Stiles resident Marie Pro¬ 
chaska, 81, talks about her community, 


where she taught in the 1930s. 








□ Stiles 

Ron Hoffman says. "People like to 
raft down the river, too.” 

Jerome Younger has lived in 
Oconto County all his life. He 
moved his custom dental work 
business to Stiles in 1972. The front 
of his home is a lab, where he 
makes dentures and other items for 
customers all over the Midwest. 

"I’m proud of my community. I 
enjoy it here,” Younger says. "It’s 
a good place to raise kids, too.” 

Younger said Stiles is home to 
skilled worker® with many talent® 

"We don’t have people who 
know just one thing, they’re 
skilled in various fields." he says. 
"If you need some work done, 
there’s probably going to be more 
than one person in town who 
knows how to do it.” 

Evening is when friends gather 


at a small woodworking shop on 
Highway 141. Younger owns 
Vierges Woodwork, but leaves 
business to his son and nephew. Af¬ 
ter hours, the shop becomes Stiles’ 
unofficial recreation center. 

"Down there it’s just plain gab¬ 
bing and gossiping and just having 
a good time,” Younger says. "It’s 
strictly a place for relaxation and 
enjoyment.” 


■ Next week: Thiry Daems in Ke- 
wanee County 




